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“Indiana’s history of World War II will be studied carefully because 
it Will tell a story typical of the larger changes taking place in the nation 
as a whole . . . The records of these changes are scattered widely and 
unless they are collected now, many of them will be destroyed and will 
not be available to those who may wish to study the changes of this 
significant period.” From the pamphlet Helping Record Indiana’s Part 


in the War issued by the Indiana War History Commission. 


“We must collect our records today for the writing of our history 


tomorrow.” Slogan of the Ohio War History Commission. 


What are YOU doing to help Indiana preserve her war records? 
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THE ROLE OF LIBRARIES 


The present issue of Library Occurrent 
features the role of libraries in the collec- 
tion of Indiana’s war history records. The 
immediate purpose in mind is to relate 
libraries increasingly and more effectively 
to the work of the Indiana War History 
Commission. 

Emphasis has been placed on mass col- 
lecting. This assumes that everything 
which reflects war activities or war condi- 
tions in Indiana is to be considered poten- 
tially important and therefore worthy of 
preservation. It recognizes that the whole 
of Indiana’s war history is the sum of the 
infinite number and variety of its parts, 
looking at these parts both from a subject 
point of view and from a geographical point 
of view. Thus the history of industry is 
made up of the history of the innumerable 
individual industrial establishments located 
in communities throughout the state. The 
same applies to agriculture, to education, to 
government, and to all the other fields of 
human activity. In other words,. the war 
history of the state lodges in the war rec- 
ords of individual institutions and agencies 
of all kinds in the local communities. This 
places in true perspective the importance 
of local war records, the need of full cover- 
age in collecting at the local level, and the 
unique opportunity that falls naturally to 
libraries to collect these records in their 
own local communities. This applies not 
only to public libraries but to college and 
university libraries, to special libraries—in 
fact to all libraries. 

The Library Division of the War History 
Commission will attempt to help libraries 
solve the problems which will confront them 
in this large-scale enterprise. Some of 
these problems are discussed in the follow- 
ing pages. Two facts can be accepted im- 
mediately, namely, that no library is pre- 
pared or equipped or expected to do the 
entire local job, and that coordination of 
local efforts must be brought about. Li- 
braries must encourage the efforts, and 
enlist the help, of other local agencies and 
of local individuals as well. Libraries must 
also help to establish local machinery to 
minimize duplication of effort and to bring 
about cooperation. 

When the records of Indiana’s part in 
World War Ii are weighed in the balance 
by historians and students of the future, 
may it truly be said that the libraries of 
Indiana rendered a notable service to the 
state. 
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THE INDIANA WAR HISTORY COMMISSION 
Its Working Divisions and Their Call to Libraries 


The January-March issue of Library 
Occurrent attempted to give a general view 
of the organization and purposes of the 
Indiana War History Commission and to 
suggest some of the avenues of cooperation 
for libraries in helping to forward the work 
of the Commission. That attempt was made 
from the point of view of a librarian under- 
taking to project library service into a 
picture which was still in its formative 
stages. 

The present article makes a similar at- 
tempt but from the point of view of the 
principal chairmen of the working divisions 
of the Commission, as far as this has been 
possible. 

The Indiana War History Commission has 
five subject divisions and a sixth non-subject 
division in which libraries find their place. 
The chairmer of the five subject divisions 
were asked to make a statement indicating 
the principal points of emphasis in the work 
of their respective divisions, and suggesting 
ways in which libraries might be of help in 
local communities. This request was pre- 
mature since the divisions were not yet 
fully organized and their plans for work not 
yet fully formulated; organization and work 
plans were to be completed June 9 at a 
meeting of all chairmen and subchairmen 
in Bloomington. For this reason what 
follows represents only in part the views of 
the chairmen themselves, and all must be 
subject to modification in the light of clari- 
fications coming out of the June 9 meeting 
(held after the Library Occurrent went to 
press). The writer assumes responsibility 
for statements not definitely attributed to 
division chairmen themselves. 

1. Division of Economic Changes: Louis 
Ruthenberg, chairman. Mr. Ruthenberg is 
president of Servel, Inc., Evansville. 

This Division will deal with business and 
industry in all their aspects, including gen- 


eral economic problems and developments, 
except those relating to agriculture. It will 
cover personnel problems, including labor in 
particular; financial problems, including 
banking; utilities; transportation and com- 
munication; supply of raw materials; gov- 
ernmental relations and governmental regu- 
lation affecting business and industry, in- 
cluding taxation; scientific research in the 
service of industry; conversion of business 
and industry from peace to war and recon- 
version to peace; wartime publications re- 
lating to business and industry and publica- 
tions of individual firms. The Division will 
also attempt to obtain from individual firms 
firsthand written records giving the firm’s 
war history as fully as possible. 

Libraries can help in their own local 
communities by collecting information and 
materials suggested by the foregoing enu- 
meration as they relate to local or nearby 
business and industrial establishments. In- 
dexing or clipping special articles appearing 
in the local newspaper would be especially 
appropriate (using volunteer help perhaps). 
In any event an effort should be made to 
identify anyone who may be working locally 
under direct instructions from the War 
History Commission, presumably through 
designated subchairmen, in order to avoid 
overlapping and duplication of effort. (This 
applies to the work of all divisions of the 
Commission. ) 

2. Division of Agricultural Develop- 
ments: Harry J. Reed, chairman. Dr. Reed 
is dean and director of the School of Agri- 
culture, Purdue University. , 

Dean Reed contributes the following state- 
ment: . 

“The part that agriculture is playing in 
the war effort is significant from the stand- 
point of history. Agricultural research had 
given us new strains of crops that made 
possible higher yields per acre, such as 
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hybrid corn and new strains of soybeans. 
Educational work during the last quarter 
of a century has carried the technics of 
improved agriculture into the far corners 
of the state, and agriculture was ready to 
function when the various agencies of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
particularly the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, announced the production 
goals for each county. The government 
expressed its need for certain crops and the 
farmers responded. 


“Each year after Pearl Harbor the goals 
were revised and finally restrictions were 
removed. The results of soil conservation 
and fertility programs in connection with 
the educational programs and favorable 
weather have made it possible for Americans 
to eat well and give generously to the 
Allies. Because it was accomplished with- 
out much excitement, the people have not 
been aware of the significant contributions 
that have been made, but it is fitting that 
the War History Commission record the 
contributions of all agencies that have made 
this possible. 


“In addition to the work mentioned, we 
must recognize the contributions made by 
the Indiana U.S.D.A. War Board in co- 
ordinating the work of the federal agencies 
functioning in the state, handling the prob- 
lems of rationing farm machinery and crit- 
ical farm supplies, and bringing in feed 
wheat and protein supplements. The part 
that the farm organizations and farmers’ 
cooperatives have played in food produc- 
tion and rural life is not known or appre- 
ciated by the average person, and its record 
will enrich any history of the war effort. 
The same is true of work of the various 
youth groups such as the 4-H Clubs, Rural 
Youth Clubs, Future Farmers of America, 
and similar organizations. The members of 
these groups have not only produced an 
enormous amount of food through their 
organized activities, but have directed their 
youthful enthusiasm into salvage campaigns, 
bond sales, stamp drives, and similar under- 
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takings that have meant much to the total 
job being done. 


“A part of the present job is to prepare 
for postwar work and to preserve the oppor- 
tunities in agriculture for farm boys and 
girls. To this, libraries can make a real 
contribution, because it is important that 
discussion groups in rural Indiana give 
attention to those things that will give 
stability and richness to country life and 
encourage thoughtful and unbiased study 
and discussion of the major issues and 
trends now confronting us because while 
we are producing food for the maintenance 
of the people and the armies, we must 
develop an intelligent public opinion. His- 
tory and the welfare of the American 
people will be profoundly affected by what 
happens on the home front in the next few 
years. 

“In addition libraries can collect infor- 
mation reflecting the agricultural history 
of Indiana during the war period. It would 
be helpful, for example, if it were possible 
for librarians in the various local communi- 
ties to make notes of articles appearing in 
local papers which cover unusual agricul- 
tural accomplishments by local farmers, or 
which record local action for or against 
certain agencies having to do with food 
production. Such articles would be of value 
in interpreting special situations that may 
exist in our agricultural communities; they 
would be interesting from a historical point 
of view, and reference to them would be 
helpful to our group.” 

3. Division of Armed Forces: Christo- 
pher B. Coleman, chairman. Dr. Coleman 
is director of the Indiana Historical Bureau, 
Indianapolis. 

Dr. Coleman offers the following state- 
ment: 

“The public libraries of the state were a 
great help in many instances in compiling 
military and naval records of persons from 
their counties in the war of 1917-18. The 
librarians in.some of the county seats did 
most of this work for their counties. Some 
other librarians did nothing. Since none of 
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the statewide organizations which are en- 
gaged in war history work during the pres- 
ent war (the Indiana War History Com- 
mission, the State Library, the Historical 
Bureau, the State Defense Councils, and 
the state universities) have authority over 
the libraries throughout the state, the same 
condition will. prevail as during the first 
World War. In some instances librarians 
of the county seats have taken the lead in 
organizing the local war history work. In 
some counties they are cooperating with 
other leaders, and in some counties they are 
not doing any special war history work. As 
chairman of the division of the War History 
Commission dealing with the participation 
of Indiana in the armed forces of the United 
States, I will look to the Division of Li- 
braries for general stimulation of interest 
among the public libraries of the state and 
of cooperation with the local organizations 
which have already organized, some as 
much as two years ago, and with those local 
organizations which are being or will be 
formed in their respective counties. 


“The county defense directors, the county 
historical societies, the local Red Cross 
chapters, the libraries, the newspapers, the 
public school officials, and various individ- 
uals, one or more of them, began a compila- 
tion of war history material, including the 
records of local men and women in the 
armed forces, in many counties of the state 
before the War History Commission was 
organized. In some counties there has been 
duplication, and in some counties workers 
have got far behind in their work. It is 
apparent that the same institutions, or the 
same professional groups, cannot be ex- 
pected to do the same work or even the 
same kind of work on war history in local 
communities throughout the state. 

“In counties where records and pictures 
of local persons in the armed forces are 
being collected at the county seat library, 
we would suggest that help in collecting and 
arranging the records be secured from the 
county historical society and other interested 
organizations and individuals. In counties 
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where the historical society or other organi- 
zation is well along in local war history 
work, we would like to have the libraries 
offer as much use of the library facilities 
and other help as is possible. In counties. 
in which no war history organization has. 
been effected and little or no work done, the 
library might well take the lead in effecting 
an organization and in compiling data and 
collecting material. 


“It is to be hoped that every county, 
through whatever channel the main work 
may proceed, will eventually have as a part 
of its county war history a complete list. of 
county persons in the armed forces; the 
pictures, fecords, newspaper notices, etc., of 
such persons as lose their lives in the service 
or obtain special distinction and official 
recognition for their services and deeds. 
should also be compiled. When the work is 
finished, the library is the natural deposi- 
tory of at least one of the copies. 

“The county assessors’ lists of persons 
who have served or are now serving in the 
armed forces of the United States, as pro- 
vided by the law reprinted in the March, 
1°44, Indiana History Bulletin, are available 
only to veterans’ organizations incorporated 
by Congress, to the Indiana Historical Soci- 
et, and to county historical associations or 
societies. These organizations will make 
the assessors’ lists available to others only 
‘in furtherance of the legitimate purpose of 
said organization.’ The Americsn Legion 
posts and the historical societies could well 
use these lists to complete their records; 
hence the necessity cf the library’s coopera- 
tion with them. In the nature of the case, 
the assessors’ lists cannot be expected to be 
complete nor to be the final authority since 
they are taken from blanks filled out by 
taxpayers only. Besides, photographs, rec- 
ords of service, and biographical materials 
are also needed. In many cases the library 
is the best depository for this material.” 

4. Division of Government and Politics: 
Ford P. Hall, chairman. Dr. Hall is head 
of the Department of Government and dean 
of the faculties, Indiana University. 
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This Division will gather information and 
records relating to the effect of war and 
wartime conditions on politics and govern- 
ment in Indiana, local, state, and national. 
It will deal with political parties, elections, 
legislation, civilian defense organizations, 
and government war agencies. It will study 
also changes affecting the regular agencies 
of government. 

Libraries can collect information and ma- 
terials relating to local politics and govern- 
ment, local elections, local ordinances, local 
war agencies, etc. They can clip or index 
the local newspaper as a good minimum 
program. Again, they should attempt to 
establish cooperation with anyoné found to 
be working directly with the War History 
Commission in this field. 

5. Division of Social Forces: Clyde E. 
Wildman, chairman. Dr. Wildman is presi- 
dent of DePauw University. 

President Wildman contributes the fol- 
lowing statement: 

“The Division of Social Forces covers the 
following fields: higher education; elemen- 
tary and secondary education; the churches; 
the professions other than the medical; the 
medical profession; population movements; 
recreation; social service organizations 
other than governmental; governmental wel- 
fare organizations; women’s organizations 
and clubs; civic organizations; postwar 
planning. 

“The underlying purpose of the Division 
will be to ascertain the contribution to the 
war effort of the agencies above mentioned. 

“We appreciate the willingness of the 
Division of Libraries of the War History 
Commission to cooperate with our division 
in any useful way. It seems to us that the 
Division of Social Forces is one of the most 
important factors in the entire situation. 
Oftentimes the forces covered by this Divi- 
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sion will consist of the intangibles which we 
associate with the word ‘morale.’ The 
material contributions of the agencies cov- 
ered in this division will be great, but 
perhaps the greatest contribution of all will 
be in the realm of those values which are 
difficult to measure.” 
* * * 


The foregoing statements will be found 
replete with suggestions to guide libraries 
in their local war history work. The sug- 
gestions are cumulative since the job of the 
library is similar in all the subject fields 
indicated by divisions of the War History 
Commission. 

The sixth division of the Commission was 
originally set up to embrace libraries, his- 
torical societies, and museums, with the 
writer as chairman. Recent discussions have 
indicated the logic and wisdom of establish- 
ing historical societies and museums as a 
separate group with its own chairman. This 
would have the advantage of capitalizing on 
common interests and established ways of 
working together and at the same time 
reduce confusion and possible conflict. The 
proposed separation is under consideration 
at the time of writing. 

A plan to organize the libraries them- 
selves for their task, involving the distribu- 
tion of responsibility, will be announced 
before this appears in print. The plan 
proposes a designation of subchairmen ac- 
cording to types of libraries and according 
to geographical regions—probably fourteen 
subchairmen in all. Effective organization 
of the library forces of the state offers the 
best means of assuring effective library 
cooperation in realizing the purposes of the 
War History Commission. Such cooperation 
can and should be of vital importance to all 
five subject divisions of the Commission. 

HAROLD F. BRIGHAM 








REPORTS FROM THE FIELD ON THE WAR HISTORY JOB 


This article will deal with two efforts that 
have been made to ascertain the activities 
and problems of libraries as they have taken 
hold of the task of collecting war history 
information and materials. The first part 
will summarize the activities and plans of 
libraries as reflected in a questionnaire sent 
in April to all libraries. The second part 
will report on problems encountered by 
libraries as reflected in the war history 
discussions which took place at seven dis- 
trict library meetings held in April and 
May, and as reflected also in the question- 
naire returns. 


Activities and Plans 


The April questionnaire was sent to all 
public, college, and university libraries in 
the state and to a number of institutional 
and special libraries as well. It asked 
librarians to state what they are actually 
doing now arid what they plan to do in 
regard to the collection of different types of 
war history materials as described in the 
January-March Library Occurrent (pp. 232- 
33). The questionnaire stated that the 
replies would be used by the War History 
Commission to begin a running inventory, 
i.e, a cumulated record, of known war 
history materials that are being collected by 
libraries throughout the state, and that the 
inventory should include information and 
materials known to exist locally in other 
hands as well as in libraries. This last 
recognizes that many local historical socie- 
ties, patriotic organizations, and individuals 
are also maintaining war collections or 
records and that libraries should not dupli- 
cate such efforts unnecessarily. 

At the time of writing (May 22) replies 
had been received from seventy-seven li- 
braries. The replies were spotty, indicating, 
by silence, many things that were not being 
done, often for very good reasons. It is 
significant to note, however, that practically 
all libraries are doing two important things, 


namely, maintaining files of the local news- 
papers and keeping, or assisting in keeping, 
records of local men and women in the 
armed forces. 


For convenience this summary of activi- 
ties is divided into six parts, to correspond 
to the first six paragraphs of the above 
mentioned article in the January-March 
Library Occurrent. 

1. Few of the libraries reporting indi- 
cated whether or not their county has estab- 
lished its Commission of Public Records, in 
which is vested the legal responsibility for 
preserving the archives of local govern- 
ments. It is known that many counties have 
not done so. Two libraries indicated that 
they would use their influence to have a 
commission established. 

2. Four of the larger libraries stated that 
they are keeping files of the official publica- 
tions of local units of government as far as 
they are available. Many libraries in small 
towns reported that there are no local 
government publications for them to collect. 

3. All public libraries, except three, re- 
ported they keep a complete file of the local 
newspaper. These three receive a copy but 
because of lack of space only clip it, depend- 
ing upon the newspaper office for a per- 
manent file, 

4. Local periodicals, such as labor publi- 
cations, employee news bulletins issued in 
industrial plants, and newspapers published 
by nearby army or navy establishments, are 
secured and filed by eight libraries. One 
librarian said she did not have sufficient 
space to collect such publications. Most 
libraries reported that no such material 
exists in their communities. 

5. Most libraries reported definite activ- 
ity in preserving military service records. 
Apparently all maintain at least a clipping 
file, often limited in scope, but many are 
making a valiant effort to keep a complete 
record as far as possible. Many libraries 
stated that the main job was being done by 
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other individuals or groups, e.g., by a person 
appointed by the county director of civilian 
defense, by an unnamed county organization 
with an appropriation of county money 
assisted by the American Legion, by the 
American Legion itself, by the Chamber of 
Commerce, by a service club or a woman’s 
club, by war mothers, by the county his- 
torical society, by the local newspaper, by 
the local churches. In some cases the data 
is filed in. the library even though the work 
is not done by the librarian or under her 
supervision. Where the work is done in 
the library, board members, war mothers, 
and high school students assist. 

College and university libraries, as might 
be expected, are limiting their lists to 
alumni and former students. 

These military service records take vari- 
ous forms: clippings filed in envelopes or 
pasted in scrapbooks, a card record, a bul- 
letin board erected on the library lawn. One 
library files its clippings in envelopes on 
which are printed blanks for recording in- 
formation about the servicemen, a sort of 
combination clipping and card record file. 
Some libraries keep their scrapbooks by 
subjects: marriages, deaths, missing in 
action, decorations, WAVES, nurses, etc. 

A notable example of interest shown in 
war records was that of a factory which 
constructed a special wooden filing case as 
its contribution. 

One librarian expressed the view that 
these service lists would draw the interest 
of more people to the library and probably 
stimulate the use of the library. 

6. A considerable number of libraries 
reported the collection of, or definite plans 
to collect, material relating to the activities 
of local organizations, mostly in the form 
of clippings and printed or mimeographed 
publications; but one librarian was forced 
to discontinue such a record because local 
organizations failed to cooperate. 


Problems 


The principal problems voiced by librari- 
ans, both in the discussions at district 
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meetings and in the questionnaire returns, 
may be summarized as follows, with our 
suggestions: 

1. Housing. Only temporary housing 
need be provided. This can usually be 
secured somewhere outside of the library 
if the library has no space whatever. The 
War History Commission, through its li- 
brary chairman, will be prepared to relieve 
a library of any war history materials 
which may not be needed locally, since it is 
planned to designate two or more central 
state repositories for the permanent pres- 
ervation of such materials. 

2. Financing. Two possibilities are sug- 
gested for obtaining funds for extra help, 
equipment, and supplies to do the war 
history job. This is a job that has an 
immediate patriotic appeal; and some local 
club or other organization can often be 
found to provide funds for such a purpose. 
Less immediate, but still real, is the possi- 
bility of securing tax funds through the 
local historical society; a county government 
can legally appropriate funds to an estab- 
lished county historical society under the 
law. 

3. Staff limitations. Lack of staff to do 
the normal work of the library is felt by 
most libraries, and one more job seems im- 
possible, or at least discouraging. One 
librarian did report the need for nine lives. 
But reports from libraries indicate clearly 
the possibility of obtaining volunteer help 
to assist in war history work. The work 
does have special appeal, and it usually 
appeals to the kind of person who can do 
an intelligent and reliable piece of work. 
The work may be done in the library, but 
much of it could be done in the home of a 
volunteer. Occasionally it is possible to 
commit an organization as such to undertake 
a complete job either for the library or on 
its own. To get things done by others is 
often better than attempting them ourselves, 
and it may be the only way at times. Use 
of volunteer help is strongly recommended. 

4. Cooperation. Libraries have encoun- 
tered some lack of cooperation in their 

















WAR HISTORY JOB 


efforts to collect and preserve war records. 
This has related to local organizations, 
which have their own problems these days, 
and to individuals who are unwilling to part 
with material in their possession (letters 
from servicemen, for example) or who wish 
to escape from the war. The only answers 
seem to be to impress people with the im- 
portance of preserving the records of this 
war by every means possible, and to do a 
few carefully chosen things so well that 
people will come to realize their permanent 
value and feel a strong urge to have their 
records included and to help in a cause 
which has local acceptance and statewide 
recognition. In the last analysis the prob- 
lem is largely a matter of effective personal 
contacts, and this suggests the need at times 
for the help of the right person to make the 
contact and secure the cooperation sought. 
5. Duplication. Fear of duplicating ma- 
terials or work has been expressed quite 
often. Duplie«ation of local materials will 
probably be a good thing since many items 
will be needed in more than one permanent 
repository. In any case duplicates that are 
not needed can eventually be identified and 
discarded; the main thing is to collect ma- 
terials while they can be had so that they 
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will be sure to have a chance of survival. 
Duplication of work is more serious. It 
raises the whole question of coordination of 
war collecting efforts at both the state and 
the local levels. This question will have 
received special consideration at the meet- 
ing of the War History Commission on June 
9, and announcement of the results will be 
forthcoming. In the meantime the librarian 
or librarians in a local community are in a 
strategic position to know or to discover all 
war history work that is being done and to 
bring about coordination in the first in- 
stance, by making known the various under- 
takings and by effecting reasonable under- 
standings and agreements. Perhaps, as one 
librarian has suggested, there is need for 
one designated representative of the War 
History Commission in each local community 
to serve as coordinator. 


* * * 


Without exception librarians of the state 
have expressed complete willingness to co- 
operate in the work of the War History 
Commission. The contribution they can 
make is unique and indispensable, and gives 
the best assurance that Indiana’s war his- 
tory will one day be a source of great pride. 








PENSION 


In recent years retirement or pension 
plans have become of general interest to 
public employees and to employers. Some 
provision for retirement is an important 
need confronting all librarians in Indiana. 
Each librarian must meet her own problem 
of retirement and security; and when one 
considers average salaries, federal with- 
holding taxes, plus the rising cost of living, 
it is clear that no adequate amount can be 
set aside by the individual for future 
security. 

On Saturday, March 11, when the joint 
I.L.A. and I.L.T.A. Committee on Pensions 
met at the State Library every known possi- 
bility for pension provision for librarians 
was discussed. 

Enabling Act. Should efforts be renewed 
for an enabling act which would permit 
contributions from public funds for li- 
brarians’ pensions if matched by contribu- 
tions from librarians? Such a law passed 
both houses of the legislature two sessions 
ago but failed to receive the governor’s 
signature. This act was planned to tie in 
with the A.L.A. retirement plan. The en- 
abling act does not seem so desirable now 
because the A.L.A. annuity rates, like all 
such rates, have increased substantially in 
recent years, and because few library boards 
could raise the necessary sums from local 
taxes. An enabling act, in other words, 
could be expected to benefit only a few of 
the larger libraries of the state. 

Inclusion of librarians in the Teachers’ 
Retirement Law. This seems to many per- 
sons to be a logical place for librarians. Two 
years ago when the Indianapolis Public Li- 
brary went to its governing board to ask 
that steps be taken to establish a retirement 
system for the staff, inclusion in the teach- 
ers’ law was considered from many angles. 
There were meetings with the president of 
the Board of Trustees of the Teachers’ Re- 
tirement Fund and with the entire Board. 
It was made very clear that much opposition 





ACTIVITY 


would be’ encountered from a large group. 
Teachers would fear to have their law 
tampered with and would fear that inclusion 
of librarians would jeopardize their finan- 
cial security. Also, there are a number of 
differences between a licensed teacher under 
contract and a certified librarian, in train- 
ing requirements, employing conditions, uni- 
formity of hours and service. 

A separate law applying only to libra- 
rians. Librarians represent a_ relatively 
small group, and a plan for them alone 
would present serious economic difficulties. 
Furthermore, their political influence to 
secure such a plan may well be questioned. 

Social security. Shall librarians wait to 
be included in the federal Social Security 
Act? Legislation to broaden the base of 
this law has been prepared but has been 
shelved for the duration. This, at best, 
would be inadequate and was never intended 
to fill the needs of librarians. Social security 
offers only a minimum subsistence income, 
in most cases less than $30 per month. 

Introduction of a bill by librarians and 
some other group such as non-teaching 
school employees. This has real possibilities 
since there would be sufficient numbers 
throughout the state to carry influence and 
the State Teachers’ Association is on rec- 
ord as approving pensions for that group 
and would probably approve the inclusion 
of librarians. It is possible that the active 
support of the Association can be secured. 

Promotion of a general public employees’ 
pension bill such as Ohio, Michigan, and 
Illinois have. On the morning of March 11, 
the front page of the Indianapolis Star car- 
ried an article concerning the governor’s 
sponsorship of pension plans for institu- 
tional employees, for employees under the 
merit system, and possibly for all state em- 
ployees. Since pension activity by the state 
was indicated, the I.L.A. pension committee 
decided to ask for an interview with the 
governor to discuss the matter with him. 
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PENSION ACTIVITY 


On March 16, Wilma E. Reeve, Frances S. 
Killen, Christopher B. Coleman, and Harold 
F. Brigham met with the governor. He con- 
firmed his interest in the institutional group 
and said that the Personnel Board had en- 
gaged an actuary to work on the problem. 
The governor said that he had no knowledge 
of activity for a general public employees’ 
pension law. 

The I.L.A. Committee felt the need of 
some expert advice on the problem and at 
the suggestion of Otto K. Jensen, chief 
examiner of the State Board of Accounts, 
asked A. A. Weinberg, managing actuary 
of the Park Employes’ Annuity and Bene- 
fit Fund of Chicago and a nationally known 
pension authority, to meet with the com- 
mittee on April 22. At the morning session, 
only library representatives were present 
and the situation was explained to Mr. 
Weinberg. He believed that a small group 
has little chance to get legislation enacted 
and that librarians should work for a gen- 
eral public employees bill. 

At the afternoon session representatives 
of the state institutional employees, the 
Personnel Board, Public Welfare Depart- 
ment, Conservation Department, and the 
non-teaching public school employees were 
invited to be present to talk with Mr. Wein- 
berg. Considerable interest was shown and 
many question asked. Another meeting was 
recommended with a larger number of state 
departments to be represented, also county 
and municipal group representation. If a 
broad interest materializes in such a move- 
ment, an organization will be set up and 
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work begun on provisions for legislation. 
If such an interest does not develop, it was 
Mr. Weinberg’s suggestion that the libra- 
rians try to go ahead with a coalition bill 
with the non-teaching public school em- 
ployees group. 

Conclusions. It is fairly certain that there 
will be several pension bills introduced in 
the next legislature. Librarians have been 
advised by a number of persons that it 
would be wise for them to have plans for 
legislation likewise. 


It will be necessary for all librarians to 
actively support such legislation and to do 
all that they can to get the support of local 
representatives to the legislature and of 
groups like the Chamber of Commerce, 
League of Women Voters, etc. 


Preparation of a bill requires actuarial 
study’ and study of -laws already in effect 
in other states. Certain features are com- 
mon to most such laws. Retirement age is: 
generally optional at sixty-five and com- 
pulsory at seventy, contributions of three 
to five per cent of the individual salary is 
matched by an equal amount by the em- 
ployer, and the ultimate pension is about 
half of the final salary average after thirty- 
five years of service. The employer assumes 
the obligation for the years of past service.. 

The I.L.A. and I.L.T.A. Committee on 
Pensions will be glad to have any sugges- 
tions from members of I.L.A. and will try 
to answer any questions about developments: 
in pension activity. 


FRANCES S. KILLEN, chairman 
Indianapolis Public Library 











TOWARD BETTER LEGISLATION: CODIFICATION 


At the recent district meetings discus- 
sions of the problems relating to the effect 
of statutes on the libraries of Indiana have 
indicated a need for further study of sev- 
eral problems. Some fundamental difficulties 
have been uncovered which should be pre- 
sented to the legislators for their considera- 
tion. It may be possible to introduce some 
corrective measures at the next session, 
either as a part of the library code or as 
separate bills. Others will require much 
time for investigation and perhaps the col- 
lecting of statistics from libraries through- 
out the state. A number relate not to 
libraries as such but to all offices of cities 
or other local governmental units. They are 
likely to be more difficult to handle than 
acts which relate to libraries only. It will 
be necessary to determine whether there is 
a valid distinction between the methods of 
operation of the libraries and the operation 
of the other offices affected. 

Codification is designed to restate as 
clearly as possible the laws in effect. Re- 
pealed and obsolete laws have been elimi- 
nated and supplements and amendments 
incorporated. It will be presented for re- 
enactment at the next meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. There is a tremendous 
amount of very exacting work involved in 
drafting the code. It is in the capable hands 
of Dr. Frank E. Horack, Jr., professor in 
the Indiana University School of Law. If 
the legislature accepts it, it will avoid much 
of the uncertainty and confusion which have 
handicapped all those affected by the laws, 
will make it much easier to locate and 


understand what laws are in effect, and will 
facilitate amendment. It will not be final 
in any sense because the law changes con- 
tinuously. 

The questions raised and suggestions 
made at the meetings included such matters 
as increased rate of tax levies, availability 
of funds for building or other capital ex- 
penditures, the new purchasing law, more 
liberal provisions for establishing county 
libraries, interpretation of the laws relating 
to organization of library boards, and ad- 
justment of certification standards. 

The last matter is not properly a field for 
legislation since it has been decided to allow 
a board of librarians and trustees to regu- 
late licensing, rather than to impose regula- 
tion by fixed legislation. The logic of this 
is obvious. The legislature does not sit 
continuously, it may not be available in case 
of emergency, its members are not experts 
in the field and, most important of all, they 
are greatly limited in the amount of time 
they can give to the problem. They have 
preferred to leave details of grading to the 
Certification Board. 

A separate committee is considering a 
bill providing for pensions. Any other mat- 
ters of interest should be brought to the 
attention of the Legislative Committee as 
soon as possible. This is the only way its 
members can know what features of the law 
require revision to fit present-day needs. 


JEAN ASHMAN, chairman, Legislative Committee 
Law Library, Indiana University 


Editor’s note. The latest word from Dr. 
Horack is that the library code will be com- 
pleted and ready for distribution in July. 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS, 1944 


Attendance 
Number Trustees Libraries 
Date Place Registered Present Represented 

April 25 Vincennes 54 12 11 
April 27 Bloomington 82 20 21 
April 28 Madison 46 24 10 
May 3 Muncie 88 16 _ 20 
May 4 Columbia City 82 26 19 
May 9 Lafayette 86 13 22 
May 10 La Porte 92 17 17 

Totals 530 128 120 


The attendance of school, college, and uni- 
versity librarians was most encouraging. 
There were approximately thirty-five school 
librarians and twenty-five college and uni- 
versity librarians present at the various 
meetings. The tabulation above shows the 
large number of trustees present at each 
meeting. 


Program 


For the most part the same general topics 
were discussed at each of the meetings with 
variations to suit the interests and needs 
of the different regions. 

The first part of the morning session was 
given to postwar planning, which began 
with a review of library service in Indiana 
as it is today and moved on to planning for 
general development in the future as well 
as in the immediate postwar period. 

Administrative and service problems were 
spotlighted next. These are always inter- 
esting parts of district meetings because at 
this time groups of librarians and trustees 
can get together and exchange experiences 
and ideas. 

When holding the meetings was discussed, 
it appeared that food would be a problem; 
but in each town a substantial and delicious 
luncheon was served. 

In the afternoon session more definite sub- 
jects were taken up. A report was made on 


the work of compiling Indiana library laws, 
which is under the direction of the Legis- 
lative Committee and Dr. Frank E. Horack, 
Jr., professor in the Indiana University 
School of Law. Desirable changes in the 
present laws were suggested and noted. 
These will be referred to the Legislative 
Committee for use in making up the code. 


The importance of preserving war records 
was emphasized, and librarians were urged 
to do this work or see that some other 
organization in the community does it. 


At most of the meetings someone who had 
attended the Chicago Regional Institute on 
Demobilization and Readjustment gave a 
summary of the proceedings and suggested 
how libraries can help in the demobilization 
program which includes service to industrial 
workers as well as to those in the armed 
service. 


War issues as presented in the 1943 insti- 
tutes were discussed in an effort to remind 
librarians of their important task in helping 
people to understand the economic and social 
problems of the war and the peace. 


This year more time than usual was 
allowed for presentation of the work of 
I.L.A. and I.L.T.A. Wilma E. Reeve, presi- 
dent of I.L.A., was present at three meet- 
ings and Paul R. Benson, president of 
I.L.T.A., attended one. At the remaining 
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meetings other officers reported on the ac- 
tivities of the two associations. 


Highlights 


The Vincennes meeting was a _ splendid 
beginning for the district meetings. The 
usual spirit of hospitality prevailed, and the 
day was good in personal and professional 
comradeship. The discussion on adminis- 
trative and service problems proved to be 
spirited and informative. . . . The large at- 
tendance at the Bloomington meeting was a 
pleasant surprise, with about twice as many 
as originally expected. The librarians from 
Indiana University added much to the pro- 
gram. There was good discussion on co- 
operation between the school library and 
the public library. Special action was taken 
asking that a reserve center for less-used 
bloxs and magazines be planned. This 
problem of stack space was brought up at 
all meetings. 


Madison was in all its glory with dogwood 
and redbud adding to the beauties of that 
historic town. Here the attendance of trus- 
tees was greater than that of librarians, 
with an excellent spirit of fellowship. All 
likraries represented, except three, were 
county libraries. This made library exten- 
sion service seem the most important item 
in the discussion of future development of 
libraries. Muncie’s Maring Branch 
proved to be an ideal place for this large 
and highly successful meeting. Students 
of the library club of Portland High School 
attended the afternoon session in force. 
Librarians and trustees alike were thrilled 
with the closing address by Paul R. Benson, 
president of I.L.T.A. He stressed four 
important points that all shou'd consider: 


1. Let the librarian give more attention 
to creative work and less to deadening 
routine. 


2. Put in your postwar bid, making sure 
the library is included in local postwar 
planning. 


9 


8. Put your best foot forward in a posi- 
tive program of library publicity. 


4. Cooperate—both within the library 
and board, and in the library’s community 
relationships. 


Columbia City boasted the largest repre- 
sentation of men and the largest number of 
trustees of all the district meetings. The 
program went off like clockwork. The day 
seemed all too short for the many important 
problems and issues that were presented. 

Ideal meeting facilities were enjoyed at 
Lafayette in the Union Building of Purdue 
University. The part of the program de- 
voted to postwar planning, demobilization, 
and war and postwar issues was outstanding 
because of contributions made by members 
of the Purdue faculty, namely, Professors 
B. L. Dodds and R. G. Thomas. It was a 
special treat to have words of wisdom and 
challenge, with characteristic humor, from 
President Edward C. Elliott. He challenged 
librarians to consider the actual usefulness 
of books on their shelves, suggesting that 
most libraries might “double their space by 
disposing of half their books.” (This fo- 
cuses again on the idea of central reposi- 
tories for less-used books and magazine 
files.) Dr. Elliott proposed that the most 
important thing that libraries could do is 
to teach people to read, embracing not only 
the art of reading in general but reading 
ability and reading skill in particular. 


La Porte had the largest attendance but 


‘the committee was well prepared to take 


care of all, and the last district meeting 
ended in glory, as did all the others. Even 
though there was a greater representation 
of large libraries than small ones at La 
Porte, the discussions were varied and of 
interest to all those present. Demobilization 
and readjustment services were given spe- 
cial attention. After a good account of the 
work done by the Committee on Pensions 
and discussion of this problem, a motion 
carried that the Committee be thanked for 
its splendid efforts and be requested to 
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CIRCULATION DECREASE 


continue to work for the best possible re- 
tirement plan for Indiana librarians. 

The Joint Committee on District Meetings 
takes this opportunity to thank all district 
chairmen and their local committees, and 
all others who participated in the programs 
or assisted in arrangements for the meet- 


273 


ings. The cooperation of everyone was a 
thing to warm the heart. 


HAZEL B. WARREN, State Library, chairman 
MRS. RALPH I. BURRIS, trustee, Washington 
MARCELLE K. FOOTE, Connersville 

MRS. HERBERT C. SEARS, trustee, Danville 
ELSA STRASSWEG, Bluffton 

WILMA E. REEVE, Indianapolis, ex officio 


CIRCULATION DECREASE—A PROBLEM 


Some of the librarians of the small li- 
braries have proved resourceful and suc- 
cessful merchandisers of their wares, ac- 
cording to replies received on the problem 
of decreased circulation in the juvenile de- 
partment stated in the January-March 
Library Occurrent. 

A librarian from a university city reports 
a schedule of one story hour per month with 
storytellers recruited from the local Story 
Art Club, from the university professors 
who had special contributions to make of 
interest to chvidren, and from local grade 
teachers with storytelling ability. This 
offered varied programs that were well 
presented. Large attractive posters were 
displayed at the schools announcing special 
programs to be given. The school principal, 
a library enthusiast, gave generously of 
his time to sending library broadcasts over 
the school’s loud speaker. Average attend- 
ance throughout the year was seventy-three 
per meeting. 

Another librarian reports stimulation of 
interest of children through reading clubs 
during the vacation months with certificates 
to those meeting requirements, posters, 
weekly meetings, and a special party at the 
close of the period. Interest has been sus- 
tained and an increase of juvenile borrowers 
noted. 

Contacts with the schools and _ school 
children has, of course, always been a 
means of library publicity, but the pre- 
school child has perhaps not been given suffi- 
cient library attention in some instances. 
In another city, a meeting of pre-school 
children (those who are to enter next fall) 
together with their parents is to be held in 


one of the grade buildings before the close of 
the school year. The children’s librarian 
has been asked to speak to these children 
and their mothers and explain the use of 
the library to the children and stress to 
the mothers the value of outside reading 
for their children. Collections of seventy- 
five or more books are also sent to the sum- 
mer kindergarten and nursery school. The 
junior high school paper carries library 
articles and announcements, and the school 
bulletin boards are used for book lists and 
other announcements of special events. War 
stamps have been given as awards for sum- 
mer vacation projects in connection with a 
patriotic program held when the awards 
are distributed. ; 


The problem of an organized community 
recreational program detracting from the 
library has been answered with the sug- 
gestion that the library should become an 
integral part of any such program, sharing 
in the planning of the projects and awards. 

I was greatly impressed with an article 
by Thelma F. Passo in the Library Journal 
of April 15, “Selling the Library to Young 
People.” This dealt with the personal ele- 
ment in a juvenile department: “We need 
to cultivate the youthful viewpoint by tak- 
ting time to find out what children are 
interested in both in and out of school, to 
keep up with what is going on whether it is 
sports, new crushes, or recognizing the 
latest slang and even using it.” 

The Committee welcomes suggestions on 
solving problems and will be glad to pass 
them on to others. 


MIRIAM NETTER 
Warsaw Public Library 











BRIEFS 


Librarians, teachers, counselors, and voca- 
cational rehabilitation officers will be inter- 
ested in two new publications of Occupa- 
tional Index, Inc., New York University, 
New York 3, N. Y. They are Best Books of 
1943 on Occupational Information and 
Guidance, a selection of forty-one titles, and 
Vocational Rehabilitation as a Career, the 
fourth in a new series of Occupational Ab- 
stracts, covering occupations in which post- 
war employment prospects are good. Each 
pamphlet is twenty-five cents in coin. 


* * & 


The H. W. Wilson Company issued in 
February a new edition of its valuable 
handbook Teaching the Use of Books and 
Libraries ($1.80) by May Ingles and Anna 
McCague of the Omaha, Nebraska, Techni- 
cal High School. In this fourth edition 
some changes have been made in the text 
to conform with present practice, some 
problems and exercises have been revised, 
and the bibliographies have been brought 
up to date. 

* * * 


Introduction to Reference Work by Mar- 
garet Hutchins, associate professor, School 
of Library Service, Columbia University, 
presents a fresh approach to reference work. 
(A.L.A., $3.50) The author, a reference 
librarian and teacher, discusses reference 
service from the standpoint of the patron 
seeking help and of the librarian attempting 
to understand and to satisfy his needs. 
Twenty-eight chapters discuss the handling 
of reference questions, selection and organ- 
ization of reference materials, organization 
and administration of reference service, the 
less common functions of the reference li- 
brarian, and the evaluation of reference 
work. The book is aimed at library adminis- 
trators, library school students, and the ref- 


erence staff. 
* * 


James Thurber’s first story for children, 
Many Moons, illustrated in water colors by 


Louis Slobodkin, was awarded the Caldecott 
Medal for 1943. It is the tale of a little 
princess who wanted the moon and of how 
she got it. 

The Newbery Medal went to Esther 
Forbes’ Johnny Tremain, a story of Boston 
in 1773 to 1775 and a silversmith’s appren- 
tice who became a dispatch rider for the 
patriots. 

* * * 

A part of the history of Purdue Univer- 
sity during the present war has already 
been written. Its February Bulletin, the 
annual reports number, is entitled Purdue 
University at Work and describes the army, 
navy, and industrial training programs; the 
war service of the university as a research 
agency; the ways in which civilian members 
of the staff have assisted the war effort; 
war-caused changes on the campus; and 
preparation for the years after the war. 

* * Bo 

A joint meeting of the executive boards 
of I.L.A. and I.L.T.A. was held March 25, 
to discuss codification of library laws and 
pensions for librarians, in the light of pro- 
posed or possible legislation, and plans for 
the fall conference. 

* * * 

Following the expiration in May of the 
terms of the members of the Indiana State 
Library and Historical Board, Governor 
Schricker reappointed all members on a 
staggered term basis. The present members 
of the board with the dates of expira- 
tion of their appointments are: Cornelius 
O’Brien, Lawrenceburg, 1945; Louis A. 
Warren, Fort Wayne, 1945; Mrs. George W. 
Blair, Mishawaka, 1946; Mrs. George K. 
Bridwell, Bloomington, 1947; and Morris 
M. Feuerlicht, Indianapolis, 1948. 

* * * 

The attention of Indiana librarians is 
again called to the summer program of the 
Graduate Library School of the University 
of Chicago. (See also Library Occurrent for 
January-March, p. 256.) 
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INDIANA DOCUMENTS 


The Public Library After the War, a re- 
fresher course in the field of public library 
administration and service scheduled for 
three weeks, July 31 to August 19, is open 
to library-school graduates or librarians 
with five years’ experience in professional 
positions. 

Library extension with emphasis on the 
postwar era will be the subject of the ninth 
annual institute conducted by the Graduate 
Library School from August 21 to 26. The 
topics covered will be of particular interest 
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to library extension workers, county and 
regional librarians, and public librarians 
generally. In connection with the institute 
there will be a special three weeks’ course 
on Larger Units of Library Service from 
August 21 to September 9. 


A registration fee of $5.00 will be charged 
for all enrolled in the institute. For the two 
three-weeks’ courses the usual fees of $35.00 
for tuition, $3.00 for registration, and $1.50 
for health service will be in effect. 


INDIANA DOCUMENTS RECEIVED AT THE STATE LIBRARY 
February - April, 1944 


Items starred (*) are distributed by the State Library. 


Items not starred are often available at 


the office of issue. Offices are located in Indianapolis unless ctherwise indicated. 


ACCOUNTING AND STATISTICS, DIVISION OF. 
*Roster of state and local officers and officials 
of the state of Indiana, 1944. 69p. 
ACCOUNTS, STATE BOARD OF. 
The Examiroer, v.3, nos.2-4, February-April, 
1944. Mimedgraphed. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL. 
General orders, 1943, nos.2-4, October 15, 
November 5, December 14, 1943; 1944, no.1, 
January 31, 1944. 
The Indiana state guardsman, v.2, no.1, Feb- 
ruary-March, 1944. Mimeographed. 
ARCHITECTS, STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR. 
Bulletin, no.2. I. Rules and regulations. 
II. Indiana architectural act in force, Sep- 
tember 1, 1929. [1944] 41p. 
Roster of registered architects, 1943/44. 32p. 
AUDITOR. 
Annual report, 1942/43. 112p. 
Motor vehicle fuel division. Supplemental 
list—licensed distributors, March 31, April 
29, 1944. Mimeographed. 
Supplementary list of fuel users, Feb- 
ruary 29, March 31, April 29, 1944. Mimeo- 
graphed. 
Supplementary 





list of licensed and 
bonded motor fuel dealers, February 29, 
March 31, 1944. Mimeographed. 

BEAUTY CULTURIST EXAMINERS, STATE BOARD OF, 
Indiana beauty culturist laws. [1943] [4]p. 
Sanitary rules and regulations. [1944] broad- 
side. 

CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS, STATE BOARD OF. 
Register of certified public accountants, 
1943/44. TA4p. : 

CLEMENCY, COMMISSION ON. 

Points to consider in the preparation of a 
petition for clemency. [1944] 1 sheet. 

CONSERVATION, DEPARTMENT OF. 

Outdoor Indiana, v.11, nos.1-3, 
April, 1944. 
Fish and game, Division of. Laws of the 
state of Indiana for the protection of fish, 
om fur-bearing animals and birds. 1943. 
124p. 


February- 


Geology, Division of. 

report, November, 

1944. Mimeographed. 
DEFENSE COUNCIL. 


Oil and gas drilling 
1943; January-March, 


The Hoosier civilian soldier, v.2, no.2,4. 
February 5, April 1, 1944. 

Physical fitness program. Bulletin, no.24, 
February 28, 1944. Mimeographed. (Head- 


ing: Defense news letter, official bulletin) 
Civil air patrol, Indiana wing. Sky patrol, 
v.3, nos.2-3, February-March, 1944. Mimeo- 
graphed. 
Indiana salwage committee. 
37, February 10, April 17, 
graphed. 
*Indiana war films council. 
able, February, 1944. 12p. Mimeographed. 
Women’s division. The Indiana bugle, v.3, 
nos.3-4, March-April, 1944. Mimeographed. 
DEFENSE COUNCIL, see also NUTRITION COUNCIL, 
STATE. 
DENTAL EXAMINERS, STATE BOARD OF. 
Indiana dental law, 1943. 26p. 
ELECTION COMMISSIONERS, BOARD OF. 
*Election laws of Indiana and 1944 political 


Bulletin, nos.36- 
1944. Mimeo- 


War films avail- 


calendar governing primary elections. 128p. 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DIVISION. 
Annual report, 1942/43. 20p. Reprinted 


from 1943 Year book. 
Indiana employment review and U. C. ad- 
visor, v.10, nos.11-12, November-December, 
1943; v.11, nos.1-2, January-February, 1944. 
War and covered employment under the 
Employment security act. October 1, 1943. 
map. 
ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS, STATE BOARD OF 
REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL. 
*22nd annual report, 1943/44. 99p. 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, DEPARTMENT OF. 


*Annual report, 1942/43, 117p. 
FIRE MARSHAL. 
Annual report, 1942/43. p.207-227. Re- 


printed from 1943 Year book. 

Laws and regulations pertaining to fire exit 
drills in schools. Effective February 1, 1944. 
7p. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
*House. Journal, 83rd session, commencing 
January 7, 1943, adjourning March 8, 1943, 
regular session. 1051p. 
*Senate. Journal, regular session, 83rd Gen- 
eral assembly, commencing January 7, 1943, 
adjourning March 8, 1943. 1013p. 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC—INDIANA, DE- 
PARTMENT OF. 
General orders, series ater’ 
cember 10, 1943, April 19, 194 
Gross INCOME TAX DIVISION. 
Indiana Gross income tax act and regula- 
tions. Series VI issued November 15, 1943. 
121p. 
HEALTH, STATE BoarD OF. 
The common cold—coryza. 
(4p.) 
Diphtheria. [1944] folder (4p.) 
Lice—human parasites. [1944] folder (6p.) 
Measles—rubeola. [1944] folder (4p.) 
Monthly bulletin, v.47, nos.1-3, January- 
March, 1944 
Mumps—parotitis. [1944] folder (4p.) 
Pneumonia—pneumonitis. [1944] folder (3p.) 


nos.2-3, De- 


[1944] folder 


Ringworm — athlete’s foot. [1944] folder 
(4p.) 
Rocky mountain spotted fever—tick fever. 


[1944] folder (3p.) 
Scarlet fever—scarlatina. 
(4p.) 

Sinusitis—sinus trouble. 





[1944] folder 


[1944] folder (3p.) 


Smallpox—variola. [1944] folder (4p.) 
Summer diarrhea — gastroenteritis. [1944] 
folder (4p.) 

Trichinosis—trichinae. [1944] folder (3p.) 


Tularemia—rabbit fever. [1944] folder (3p.) 

Typhoid fever. [1944] folder (4p.) 

a fever—brucellosis. [1944] folder 
p.) 

The Waterspout, issued . . 


. in cooperation 
with Indiana section, 


American waterworks 


association, v.4, no.1, March, 1944. 
Whooping cough—pertussis. [1944] folder 
(4p.) 

Yellow fever—yellow jack. [1944] folder 
(4p.) 

Environmental sanitation, Division of. Sew- 


age gas, v.6, no.4, December, 
March, 1944. Mimeographed. 
Food and drugs, Bureau of. Indiana food, 
drug, and cosmetic act and general regula- 
tions for its enforcement. [1944] 40p. 
Industrial hygiene, Bureau of. Annual re- 
port, 1942/43. 40-43. Reprinted from 
1943 Year book. 

HISTORICAL BUREAU. 

Indiana history bulletin, v.21 
ary-February, 1944. 

INDIANA Boys’ SCHOOL, Plainfield. 
Indiana boys’ school herald, 
February 5-March 18, 1944 

INDIANA ECONOMIC COUNCIL, 
The Indiana economic council invites you to 
attend the Indiana postwar planning confer- 
ence ... Program, May 8 and 9, 1944. 
folder (4p.) 
A manual of planning legislation and pro- 
cedures in Indiana, compiled by Mrs. Teresa 
Zimmerly. 1944. 112p. 

INDIANA GIRLS’ SCHOOL, Clermont. 

*Trustees, Board of. 37th annual 
1942/43. 32p. 

INDIANA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
Hoosier horticulture, v.26, nos.2-4, February- 
April, 1944. 

INDIANA REFORMATORY, Pendleton. 

*Annual report, 1942/43. 79p. 


1943; v.7, no.1, 


, nos.1-2, Janu- 


v.44, nos.6-12, 


report, 
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INDIANA SOLDIERS’ AND 
HoME, Knightstown. 
The Home journal, 
April, 1944. 
INDIANA STATE Farm, Putnamville. 
*29th annual report, 1942/43. 35p. 
Hill top-ic, February-April, 1944, 
graphed. 

INDIANA STATE SANATORIUM, Rockville. 
The Hoosier res-cuer, v.19, nos.8-10, Febru- 
ary-April, 1944. 

INDIANA STATE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 

The Hoosier, v.56, nos.5-6, February-March, 
1944. 

INDIANA WOMAN'S PRISON. 

*71st annual report and 36th annual report of 
the Correctional department, 1942/43. 27p. 

LABOR, DIVISION OF. 

Labor laws of Indiana. 

LEGISLATIVE BUREAU. 
*Constitution of the state of Indiana and of 
the United States. January, 1944. 48p 
Marriage laws of Indiana. [June 1, 
6p. Mimeographed. 

LIBRARY CTRTIFICATION BOARD. 

*Annvual report, 1942/43. [6]p. 

LIVESTOCK SANITARY BOARD. 

List of graduate licensed veterinarians regis- 
tered in Indiana, July 15, 1943 [revised, Jan- 
uary, 1944] [4]p. 

MADISON STATE HOosPITAL, North Madison. 
*34th annual report, 1942/43. 59p. 

MINES AND MINING, BUREAU OF. 


SAILORS’ CHILDREN’S 


v.56, nos.2-4, February- 


Mimeo- 


May, 19438. 93p. 


1943] 


Fatalities. November, 1943- March, 1944. 
Mimeographed. 

MuscaTATUCK STATE SCHOOL, Butlerville. 
*24th annual report, 1942/43. 26p. 

NUTRITION COUNCIL, STATE. 
re saga program. Bulletin, nos. 75-81, 
March 1-April 25, 1944. Mimeographed. 
(Heading: Defense news letter, official bulle- 
tin) 

PERSONNEL DIVISION. 
C[ontinuous] examination announcements, 
nos. 1-10, 12-42, 44-45, 47, April 22, 1942- 
March 25, 1944. Mimeographed. 


O[pen] c[ompetitive] examination announce- 
ments, nos, 40-44, 46-52, 55-74, 76-157, 161- 
162, January 13, 1942-March 25, 1944. Mim- 
eographed. 
P[romotional] ere announcements, 
nos.18-31, 33, 36-41, *58-63, April 15, 
1942-March 23, 1944. as a. Ory 
3rd annual report, 1942/43. 8p. 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, DEPARTMENT OF. 
Bulletin, no.133. The Indiana plan for high 
school equivalence certificates. 1944. 66p. 
Bulletin, no.142. The Indiana plan for emer- 
gency mathematics in high schools. Decem- 
ber 1, 1942. 16p. 
Bulletin, no.144. High school mathematics 
course of study. 1943. 48p 


Bulletin, no.150. Elementary school guide. 
1943. 

Bulletin, no.153. Preparing to enter the 
armed forces. A teacher’s guide. 1944. 6383p. 
Mimeographed. 


Bulletin, no.155. 
guidance program. 1944. 23p. 

Bulletin, no.156. Health education, a course 
of study for elementary schools, grades 1-8. 
1944. 69p. 

Bulletin, no.157. Patterns for enriching high 
school guidance programs. 1943. 107p. 
Bulletin, no.159. Guide for teaching applied 
physics in Indiana high schools. 1943. 145p. 


Functions of a high school 














INDIANA DOCUMENTS 


Bulletin, no.160. World geography, a tenta- 
tive course of study ior high schools. 1943. 
30p. 

Bulletin, no.162. Recreation projects. 1944. 


14p. (On cover: Constructive programs to 
reduce and prevent juvenile delinquency ) 
Research bulletin, no.7. Indiana teachers 
look at their reading problems. 126p. 
Research bulletin, no.8. An analysis of 
factors related to the language arts achieve- 
ment of sixth grade pupils. 1944. 82p. 


PUBLIC PRINTING, BOARD OF. 
Specifications, state printing contract, May 1, 
1944 to April 30, 1945. 83p. 


PUBLIC WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF. 
Public welfare in Indiana, v.54, nos.2-4, Feb- 
ruary-April, 1944. 
Statistical section. Statistical tables by 
counties of Welfare department programs 
under the Welfare act of 1936. August, 1942. 
Various paging. Mimeographed. 


PUBLIC WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF, see also WEL- 
FARE INVESTIGATING COMMISSION, 


STATE LIBRARY. 


*Annual report, 1942/43. 37p. Reprinted 
from 1943 Year book. 
*Library occurrent, v.14, no.9, January- 


March, 1944. Published March 31, 1944. 
*Reference division. <A selected list of ma- 
terial in the Indiana state library on post- 
war planning [compiled by] Thelma L. Sulli- 
van, May 3, 1944. 10p. Mimeographed. 
Mailing charge to addresses outside of Indi- 
ana, 10 cents. 


TAX COMMISSIONERS, STATE BOARD OF. 
Annual report, 1942/43. 37p. 
from 1943 Year book. 
42nd and 48rd annual conferences of the 
State board of tax commissioners and county 
assessors of Indiana. January, 1943; Janu- 
ary, 1944. 148p. 


UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS—INDIANA, DE- 
PARTMENT OF. 
General orders, series 1943/44, ep -9, Feb- 
ruary 25, March 25, April 25, 194 
= of camp and district ow 
23p. 


WELFARE INVESTIGATION COMMISSION, 
Release of recommendations, 1st-6th [Febru- 
ary-May, 1944] [9]p. Mimeographed. 
State Colleges and Universities 


BALL STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, Muncie. 
Ball state commerce journal, v.14, no.2, 
ruary, 1943; v.15, no.2, February, 1944. 
Bulletin, v.19, no.2, December, 1943. (Publi- 
eation 47) Extension and correspondence 

study. 7p. 
Publication oe Spring quarter schedule of 
classes, 1943-4 8p. 
Publication as: Mid-spring 
terms, 1944. lip 


INDIANA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, 


The Teachers college journal, 
January, March, 1944. 


Reprinted 


1944, 


Feb- 


and summer 


Terre Haute. 
v.15, nos.3-4, 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY, Bloomington. 
Bulletin (official series) v.41, nos.1-8, Janu- 
ary 15,31, February 15,28, March 15, si, April 
15,30, 1943. 
Business, School of. Business research, Bu- 
reau of. Indiana business review, v.19, nos. 
2-4, February 23, March 22, April 20, 1944, 
Education, School of. Bulletin, v. 19, no.2, 
March, 1943. A measure of motor fitness for 
college men, by Karl W. Bookwalter and 
Carolyn W. Bookwalter. 26p. 
————- Bulletin, v.20, no.1, January, 1944. 
An analytical study of January-February 
(1943) entering freshmen at Indiana univer- 
sity, by William H. Fox. 50p. 
— — Bulletin, v.20, no.2, March, 1944. A 
survey of the achievement in arithmetic of 
11,348 sixth grade pupils in 486 schools in 
Indiana, by Merrill T. Eaton. 66p. 
English department. The Folio, v.9, nos.2-4, 
December, 1943; February, April, 1944. 
Extension division. Bulletin, v.29, no.4, Jan- 
uary, 1944. Calumet center. Classes begin 
January 10, 1944. 24p. 
——— Bulletin, v.29, no.5, February, 1944. 
South Bend-Mishawaka center. Second se- 
mester classes begin January 10, 1944. Third 
semester classes begin May 1. 20p. 
— Audio-visual aids, Bureau of. 
v.4, nos.5-6, February, March, 1944. 
graphed. 
History, Department of. Indiana magazine 
of history, v.40, no.1, March, 1944. 
Medical center. Quarterly bulletin, v.6, 
January, 1944. 
PURDUE UNTtIvERsITY, Lafayette. 
Bulletin, v.44, no.2, February, 1944. Purdue 
university at work during the war year of 
1942-1943. 80p. 
Purdue news, v.14, no.10, February, 1944. 
To the high-school graduates and their par- 
ents. 
Purdue patrol, v.1, no.7, February, 1944. 
Agricultural experiment station. Bulletin, 
no.490, January, 1944. The biology and 
control of the striped cucumber beetle. 28p. 
Bulletin, no.491, February, 1944. 
Profitable farm organization in northw estern 
Indiana (type-of-farming area 1) 35p. 
———. Bulletin, no.492, October, 1943. 
Choosing corn hybrids for Indiana. 63p. 
————. Bulletin, no.498, January, 1944. Veal 
calf prices in Indiana. 19p. 
——— Bulletin, no.494, March, 1944. The 
use of electric heat in the farrowing pens of 
young pigs. 14p 





News, 
Mimeo- 


no.1, 





—_—— Cirewdar, no.290, January, 1944. 
folder (6p.) 
Circular, no.291, October, 1943. In- 


spection of agricultural seeds. 149p. 
Circular, no.293, December 31, 1942. 
= years of stallion enrollment in Indiana. 
38p. 





Circular, no.294, December, 1943. In- 
spection of legume inoculants. folder (4p.) 

Agricultural statistics, Department of. 
Indiana crops and livestock, nos.222-223, 
March-April, 1944. 
Agricultural extension, Department of. Ex- 
tension bulletin, no.167 (4th rev.) October, 
1943. 4-H beef calf club manual. 20p. 











NEWS NOTES FROM INDIANA LIBRARIES 
Prepared by the Extension Division of the State Library 


The Anderson Public Library ce’ebrated 
Chinese Book Week, March 19 to 25, with 
an exhibit of books and pamphlets about tke 
Chinese people and China, Chinese war 
posters, and Chinese curios loaned by the 
Board of .Foreign Missions of the local 
Church of God. The library recently sub- 
scribed to an unusual newspaper, the trans- 
atlantic edition of the London Daily Mail, 
composed of digests of articles printed in 
the home editions. Edited weekly in London, 
it is photographed on microfilm and flown 
by bomber to New York where it is then 
printed. . . . The Auburn Public Library 
received three new children’s books as a 
memorial to the late Ella Platter. . . . Fire 
swept through the Flatiron Building at 
Churubusco Saturday morning, February 
12. The library and its equipment plus 
offices and stores in the building were com- 
pletely demolished. Service will be resumed 
this summer, according to Nettie Gerard, 
the librarian. 

Esther Rohner, librarian at Clinton, is 
now Esther Rohner Fry. . . . An unusual 
flag is on display at the Columbia City 
Public Library. Loaned by Elmer Heim- 
baugh, it contains thirty-six stars arranged 
in two circles with extra stars in the cor- 
ners and a large one in the middle. The 
library staff has not been able to discover 
why the flag was made in that form or by 
whom it was made. Attorney B. J. Bloom 
presented the library with a copy of Logan 
Esarey’s The Indiana Home, in the limited 
edition. At the Coesse Library, a branch of 
the Columbia City system, Evelyn Engel 
has been appointed an aide to succeed Dessa 
Reeg. . . . The Delphi Public Library has 
received so many gifts and memorial vol- 
umes that the board voted to adopt an espe- 
cially designed book plate. Robert Brad- 
shaw, president of the board, offered an 
award for the best design submitted. Local 
artists were invited to enter the contest. 


. 


A music library of 150 volumes was made 
available in March to patrons of the Elkhart 
Public Library. The collection includes 
classical arrangements of chamber music 
and selections for voice and piano, a dozen 
miniature scores of famous symphonies and 
overtures, and a collection of Italian libret- 
tos. On April 16 the library arranged an 
open house to introduce the new collection. 
Local musicians played for the 200 people 
who attended. Jeanette Cole became an 
assistant in the children’s room in April. 
She fills the position left vacant by Zena 
Huntington’s resignation. . . . During the 
week of April 16, the Elweod Public Li- 
brary stressed astronomy by exhibiting 
books which would help patrons to study 
this subject. The Evansville Public 
Library is continuing its Victory Book Cam- 
paign. The middle of April saw a collection 
of 200 books sent to an LST vessel for the 
use of the crew. Members of Girl Scout 
troops have been working throughout the 
library system shelving and dusting books 
for credit toward their merit badges. Ethel 
F.. McCollough was a representative at the 
inter-racial conference in the Lincoln USO 
in Evansville the latter part of February. 

. The Fort Wayne Public Library has 
added two new assistants to its staff: Hazel 
Clayton in circulation and Nellie Compton 
in branch libraries. In March the library 
received permission to take over part of the 
unused Jefferson school building for storage 
space and other purposes such as preparing 
books for the bindery, a carpentry shop, 
urban school service, and possibly at a later 
date the Allen County extension service. A 
series of map exhibits to stimulate interest 
in the library’s extensive collection were on 
display in February and March. For the 
same reason a varied group of government 
documents were brought out for the public’s 
inspection in April. 

Paul Howard resumed his duties as li- 


(278) 


























NEWS NOTES 


brarian at the Gary Public Library in May. 
Mr. Howard has been on leave of absence 
while serving as chief of the OWI library 
program section in Washington. Richard B. 
Sealock, the acting librarian, will be in- 
ducted into the armed forces soon. Other 
staff changes include Elizabeth Danyi’s en- 
listment in the WAVES, for which she was 
given a leave of absence, and Catherine 
White’s resignation. Martha Taylor, Helen 
Norris, and Lydia Kirchoff were appointed 
as a committee to study library salaries in 
Gary. Their recommendations for bringing 
salaries into line with increased living costs 
are to be presented to the library trustees. 
The new Munster Branch held its first open 
house on April 14 and began regular service 
the following Monday. A collection of 3,000 
books is now used by patrons who were for- 
merly supplied by trailer. Mrs. Virginia 
Stodgel, of Griffith, has been appointed li- 
brarian. During Lent the library exhibited 
different kinds of Bibles. One printed as 
early as 1775 had been carried to school by 
the late Wilhelmina Fehrman when she was 
a child in Stuttgart, Germany. Foreign- 
language, children’s, and various other 
editions of the Bible completed the collec- 
tion. Three publishing houses also helped 
to make up an extensive exhibit of maps, 
atlases, and globes. These occupied most of 
the second floor of the building. Attractive 
bulletin board displays called attention to 
China Book Week at the same time. The 
church music department of the Gary Coun- 
cil of Churches presented thirty-five copies 
of Haydn’s The Heavens Are Telling in 
order to start a collection of church choir 
music. Gary has added to its collection four 
films which were issued by the National 
Film Board of Canada. Mimeographed lists 
have been sent to teachers and organizations 
detailing the content of the twenty films 
now available. They are lent free, with 
machine and operator furnished. The li- 
brary has instituted a campaign for the 
collection of old books as waste paper. The 
great need for paper in the armed forces 
and the scarcity of it inspired the library 
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to help in this drive. Any appropriate books 
are being sent to the armed services, and 
any rare books have been salvaged; but the 
majority are going for those badly needed 
containers for blood plasma, cartons for K 
rations, boxes for cartridges, and any of the 
other thousand-and-one uses to which paper 
can be put. 


The need for a new branch in the Ham- 
mond Public Library system has been met 
by an arrangement made between the li- 
brary board and the board of education for 
the use of two rooms on the ground floor of 
the latter’s building. The new branch is 
equipped to serve adults, children, and the 
schools. It also has a special collection for 
parents. 

Members of the Indiana Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association were the 
guests of the Lukas-Harold Corporation for 
their March dinner meeting. Dr. F. T. 
Rogers, Jr., head of the physical laboratory 
of the department of development and re- 
search at Lukas-Harold, spoke on the sub- 
ject: A Scientist Looks at the Postwar In- 
dustrial Library. 

The Indiana State Library announces one 
resignation. Jean Bovee, of the catalog 
division, resigned the last of April to take 
a position in the Signal Corps Research De- 
partment, Washington, D. C. Margaret 
Donnell was granted one month’s leave of 
absence for vacation in Mexico City. 

Carolyn Davis has been appointed libra- 
rian at the Indiana University Extension 
Center in Indianapolis. She fills the position 
left vacant by Amy Powers. 

The Indianapolis Public Library’s radio 
story hour received outstanding recognition 
in April. It has been added to the A.A.U. 
W.’s recommended list of children’s radio 
programs, and as such has been requested 
to continue throughout the summer. Honor 
has come to three staff members. Judith 
Sollenberger was loaned to the A.L.A. office 
during March and April to do editorial work 
for the Booklist. Catherine Bailey has been 
elected to a three-year term on the board of 
directors of the Indianapolis Symphonic 
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Choir. Margaret Griffith is definitely a 
library garden specialist. She was chosen 
as one of the judges for the Narcissus Show, 
held at Rauh Memorial Branch on April 
20-21. Sponsored by the central west dis- 
trict of the Garden Club of Indiana, the 
show also included an exhibit of garden 
pests, photographs of flowers and gardens 
from the Indianapolis Camera Club, and 
colored slides of wild flowers and of Indiana 
state parks. Few garden enthusiasts can 
escape the flood of information which the 
library offered this spring. Lists, posters, 
newspaper and radio publicity, and special 


displays have lured the unwary. The li- - 


brary, also, held its customary exhibit at 
the annual Garden Show. Extension an- 
nounces that a new station has been opened 
at Stewart-Warner. The collection is made 
up of 175 technical books and is adminis- 
tered by the employees of the company. 
Mary Elizabeth Plummer, author of The 
Collected Works of Mrs. Willoughby, spoke 
to the English Teacher’s Club in Cropsey 
Auditorium May 5. Before her lecture she 
was entertained at tea by the staff. The 
Indianapolis Public Library reports only 
one appointment and one resignation. Helen 
Stephens and her husband have gone to 
Fortville, Wisconsin, to live. Maria Henley 
Haas began work on March 27. Mrs. Haas, 
whose husband is overseas, was graduated 
from the University of Michigan Library 
School and has worked in the Cincinnati 
Public Library. Madison Avenue Branch 
organized an animal, book club for its 
younger patrons in April. Seventy-seven 
children won membership by reading and 
discussing four animal books. The activi- 
ties were climaxed by a pet parade. 

The Lebanon Public Library received 
gifts in March and April. Psi Iota Xi gave 
six additional books for its shelf in the 
library, and the Women’s Relief Corps pre- 
sented a large American flag. . . . During 
the International Friendship month for Girl 
Scouts the Logansport Public Library ex- 
hibited a ladder of books dealing with people 
of other lands and separated according to 


those which would appeal to Brownies, to 
intermediate and to senior Scouts. A col- 
lection of dolls of various nationalities be- 
longing to Helen Brandt, was also on dis- 
play at the same time. The Lynn 
Public Library received a gift of some 
seventy-five volumes from John D. Miller 
and Bert F. Terry of Winchester. . . . The 
resignation of Frances Davis as librarian of 
the Marion Public Library became effective 
June 1. Mrs. Davis had served in various 
positions since her appointment in January, 
1920: as children’s librarian, cataloger and 
assistant librarian, acting head during the 
final illness of Daisy Springer, and finally 
as librarian since 1935. . . . Mishawaka’s 
celebration of Chinese Book Week centered 
mainly around Chinese art objects. High- 
lighted was a large picture of Confucius, 
embroidered in colors on white silk. It was 
loaned to the library by Clarence Needler, 
who had received it as a gift from Chinese 
students taking a course at the Studebaker 
Corporation in South Bend. Around pic- 
tures of the Generalissimo and Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek were grouped drawings of 
many symbols of Chinese life. Other draw- 
ings of Chinese street scenes, miniature 
paper figures of China’s eight immortals, 
and many new books on the subject made 
up the rest of the exhibit. . . . Dollie Bode’s 
resignation as librarian at Monterey be- 
came effective May 1. 


The Muncie Public Library has acquired 
what is thought to be the first map of 
Munceytown and a deed recording one of 
the first sales of land in Muncie. Found 
with other historic documents among the 
papers of the late George R. Andrews, they 
are a valuable addition to the community 
records preserved by the library. The board 
voted to establish a collection of 500 books 
at Middletown Gardens for the convenience 
of patrons in that district. . . . Roachdale 
Public Library is still receiving new books 
as a result of its birthday party. The latest 
addition is a copy of Douglas’ The Robe sent 
by Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Young of Houston, 











TOSS YOUR HAT INTO THE RING 


Texas. 


. . . Some time ago the Alpha Delta 
Omega sorority gave the Union City Public 
Library $100 for the purchase of children’s 
books which would have a particularly good 
influence during wartime. Late in February 
the books were put on display in the li- 
brary before being circulated. 

The James P. Brissey library has been 
divided between the Walkerton Public Li- 
brary and the high school library. All 
Abraham Lincoln books were added to the 
public library collection, and all reference 
books went to the high school. Statistics 
show that the public’s use of the library 
has doubled during this past winter. It is 
attributed to the new location in two large 
rooms on the first floor of the town hall.... 
Washington Public Library has asked for 


TOSS YOUR HAT 


Much interest in the Melcher Award Con- 
test was reflected in the district meetings, 
and the Committee expects additional en- 
tries during the summer from the libraries 
in the state. 


Since the award is given to the Indiana 
library carrying out the best project pro- 
moting regional authors or regional history 
and since the attention of most librarians is 
now turned to the collection and preservation 
of war history records, some may wish to 
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information about all service men and 
women in Daviess County. This makes one 
more county where permanent records will 
be kept concerning the part the county and 
its people took in the war. . . . The West 
Lebanon Public Library received a long- 
deserved redecoration in March. . . . Helen 
Duggan, assistant librarian at the Whiting 
Public Library for several years, has re- 
signed to accept a position with the Winston 
Publishing Company in Chicago. 

The News Notes column wishes to apolo- 
gize. The remarks in the March issue of the 
Occurrent about remodeling in the Anderson 
Public Library were unfounded. If any other 
library should claim these changes in its 
building, please write to the Extension Divi- 
sion. The correction will be gladly made. 


INTO THE RING 


take this as a basis for entering the contest. 
(Overworked librarians in understaffed 
libraries who want to kill two birds with 
one stone, please take note.) The article 
Collecting War History Materials in the 
January-March issue of Library Occurrent 
should be helpful in this work. It is not 
necessary, of course, to link the collection 
of war history materials with the Melcher 
Award Contest; librarians are free to select 
any other regional topic that appeals to 
them. 





Announcing the Date: 


October 19, 20, and 21, 1944 


Lincoln Hotel, Indianapolis 


INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Fifty-third Conference 


and 


INDIANA LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION 


Thirty-sixth Conference 








